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Heidelberg University and Kyoto University hosted the second workshop on gender sexual minorities issue in Germany
on Feb. 25th, 2020. The whole workshop lasted for more than seven hours, including nine presentations in three panels.

Panel 1 was related to media. The first presentation was given by Sara, under the topic of "Shu Lea Cheang's
cibersexualities as queer pornotopia". Her analysis on the art pieces (such as two science fiction films: "I.K.U." and
"FLUID@") of Shu Lea Cheang, a famous LGBTQ activism, mainly focus on the relationship between body politics and
cyberspace in the post-capitalist future. As she claimed, Shu Lea Cheang is a digital drifter trying to free the body from the
conventional narratives of gender, sexual orientation, and race by reversing people's imaginations. Although she blurred
boundaries between the male and female binary, however, neither non-sexual bodies nor disabled bodies were
mentioned. The second presentation was on sex education and the new tendency in nowadays Japan. The importance of
sex education was discussed at first. The presenters did not attempt to conceal their critiques on the deficient top-down
reformation implemented by the government. For example, the "conservative" body figures in teaching material. This
circumstance also resulted in the problematic practices in the classroom, such as the Nanao case in 2003. However, on the
other hand, the bottom-down initiatives, such as Akita prefecture as a model case, the establishment of N.P.O.s, and
activists active on social media also indicated the potential of civil society. What is more, the presenters emphasized the
necessity of sex education for parents. The last presentation was on the comparison between Judith Butler and Roland
Barthes. Such as figure of minorities vs figure of other, social and political questions vs moral and aesthetic and so on.
Through the comparison, the previously overlooked transcultural aspect -the meaning of "Neutral" (suspension of the
meaning)-was brought up.

Panel 2 was related to identity. The first presentation was on the constructing of womanhood throughout Japanese
history. It is believed that the vast gender gap in nowadays Japan was originated from the idea of Kegare (unclean) and
discrimination on education. The presenters also claimed that the out of date political and economic system does not fit in
the current Japanese society and education any longer. Even though Japanese society became much more open than
before, as the movie of Sheri-chan shows, more countermeasures are pivotal in realizing the potential of the Japanese
woman. The second presentation is on the cooling-off period for would-be divorcee in China. The necessary information
on the legislative process and the public debate on this civil code draft were mentioned at the beginning. Then, in order to
answer the question that why the vast gap existed between social policy and public opinion, detailed background
information on demographic changes, family system, welfare regime and the hot topics on social media was introduced. In
the third part of the presentation, previous researches on the reasons behind the increase in divorce rate and the
tendency found in western families are referred to predict the possible change of family system in China. The last
presentation is on alienation and compelled invisibility of queer Muslims in Norway. To understand their circumstances,
the presenter also researched through semi-structured interviews and analyzed the media discourse. She found that salam
provides a space of belonging and possibility beyond alienation, where queer Muslims may exist, where queer Muslims
may be visible, where the visibility can be leveraged.

Panel 3 gave us some concrete cases on the gender topic. For instance, the first presentation is on the gender gap
discrimination in the university entrance exam at Tokyo Medical University. To solve the problem, one must notice that the
unbalance did not exist only in the education sphere, but more importantly, in the male-dominated working condition (in
this case, is the doctor position). The achievement of the work-life balance depends on the labour division not only within,
but also without the domestic sphere. At last, suggestions are given based on German practices. The second presentation
was on the fixed and mixed images of the family in modern Japan. Without surprise, popular T.V. programs/Anime tend to
represent the most famous image of the traditional family model. However, beyond the media, people do practice families
in various ways. For those "uncommon" families or sexual minorities, the law-system and the adoption policy are
introduced but far from perfect—finally, the very last presentation on the female expression in the social movement. More
specifically, the female body in Hongkong movement.

After all the presentations, a general discussion took place among all the participants. All of us exchanged our idea on
the social construction of gender and sex. Book recommendations also are given by the host.
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