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‘Free-Will' and ‘Novelty’ in William James’ Philoggzhy
Syusuke YAMANE

William James (1842-1910) had been discussing dea bf the ‘meliorism’
since he started to study philosophy. Accordingthis idea, we humans can
intervene in and change the processes or evetttg oforld through our free-wills
and actions produced by them, and thereby can wepito The ‘meliorism’ must
not be considered only as a result of James’ ‘dptich temperament. It supposes
his several philosophical notions which are closatgrtwined with each other,
and is necessarily derived from them.

The purpose of this study is to elucidate what dbeceptions of ‘free-will’
and ‘novelty’ mean in James’ thought in order totcibute to the understanding
of the ‘meliorism.” These two notions are very im@amt components of it, but it
doesn’'t seem that their importance have been réoedjy researchers of James’
philosophy.

First, James defends the idea of ‘free-will' byticizing the determinism,
which denies the existence of freedom and insigts what happens in the world
is in advance determined by the absolute God olathef nature. He says that the
determinism commits some errors or contradictsifjtgend therefore it is an
untenable position. After that, James shows whatribvelty’ of the world is and
how it is produced. We try to resolve these prolsiday associating this idea with
James’ notions of ‘pure experience’, the ‘discauitirtheory’ and ‘external
relations.” In doing so, we can arrive at the casin that ‘novelty’ is the real
creation of the world and that ‘pure experiencehis source from which ‘novelty’

comes.
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ABIZED THLE) EHRICED THLE] FELGDILDTHAHEWVNSI LTS, &
DIMGFITENIEABEZBNAHERDO FHLE] EVLSLDOEFELLZVOVDDLSTHD, AMH
MEZITEVTOCIREDEHEDLENT IFHL S 2RI SN0 F. EEHRIC MH
LS Ahd 2 ENBOHLND, ABICK->TRELOAGWL TFHLE] X TFHLE) &
LTHEAETDHIENTELGL, COBE. MT7A] 12&5 TFHLE] (F. TIICTAER
NDEBRESTHOLLEEMEARBIATVDEDOND. ABMAERRYT S MFHLE) (CBES
NBZEITHBEAS, EVSDLEHEEICKDTANEAET MFLE) BFEL. A
BICRBRINDIBYIZEVTOHR TFILE] EHYSEMLTHY. TORTIEMERER
[CE->THATHRHET S FHLE] LRLENALTHD, FLEBDILG. DFY AMLE
LOEEZEETDUBFRLIOTHNIE, AFITKD THLE] LHFICKD THFHLE
FOEETAMEEZ NS LTS, HROAIFAME IFERBRICEZT THL S
FEAFHLTHY. ThEABMARLIMS ZEEHNERCIMOBENI EHH D, AT
AELBHEEICEL>TITALTWVWADTHY .. TITK->THREICZEDITAMBED #H
L&) ZEHT S, WAIC. AFHEHFEEZHDLER THLE) F. ZOThEThd LT
59 THLE] ORELHEDS (BH. LWHEDBET BE1 ShbdDOhEVSRHETED
CEIThEB) o WTADIUBHN DA LXBEDIIGE LTHYETHINZREDHLDIE
BHNWIETEGL, CCTREICHREZET CERFXELEZATE SR,

ZOEDOMREE. WEUALEBITT IROAREMEEVA L IEEICELET 200 ENS
LDOTHD, F<HLONTWVWAHIETHAN. NILY VUL Tagetk] EWS B Z s
L7=%, ZNIFBERICES-HERRICH LT, BEMIC, ZTRMLBREEN TSI LITEL
STHEYHSINZLETHD, TADHESRLDIEDEREL. REICIFALWVSEEE
ATZARETEERIICIEBE VWS EEL CE VDI BEERLEEZHD(E. FAHDFHEE LTD
M6 2ZMARET SRBFHEDOFEICH HBRICHET 2ELDTHD, NILIYID
T TICLETHRARIHED TBMER] (CHETE2ELEDTHD, LIzA>T IHMER]
[C5ETBRY. T TICATFoNEHOAEENH>T. ZOI35D—DOHNERELT S L
LWHDIE, WEERHMMICER L TULWEVLWLDZE., FRIONGLEEDS BIZ, DFEYVE
BREMICEELTWD EAET I EICHYIREBELD, DA LXTHNIEZD& 545
BICHLTESIDKSICHETSHZH5D,
INEABTRALEZD A LXDERICHT HRAMNGHENZLY 5530 THD &
SICBbhhd, LESIAICHITS MEENEEOOKE] LVWSRRIE MELEEE] O
LOTHY. ZIHOBRAERNG THLS) NAEICHLE SIS [EZ0OFEME] O
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EFTIEIBRAZEVTVWIDENSL, ZOHWVEICCOMEICEALTYS 4 AXBENDSE
ADELEBRET D LITEMNARTHA S, LIFEA. [BEENLLOEARENED
DOKBEEN, FIHDRUHINDZEDTHDIELIICEDLND] LlF-2YRTH
ELENS. ZTORDBEETHICSS LEZEZAZITELRLY., ATEeM - \MEML VS #REH
RICEATABRETORY TR ENBEVNITEMDDET, BEICHESTINDEZERT
FOREEEZDDITERELTHIETHA I, HHIWNE. DA LXIZHENT MRE]
LANADERNEDESBHLDELTEALONINE VNI ZLERFHTHILIZE-T, ¥
IALXDRNSTHEEMNGLOIOEEZRAET EVSEREHY 5501 LA,
PIALXRICESTHLKELE—RNLGEERL NBE] OS56ICFELTVSEERD
DHAELETHIMNE, TH LEEFTSICE>THHIZEETIDIEIRETHSILSIZED
nd, CNEHEETDIZIE. Pz LXDERRLEZEEILITEEERL T, RDTERE
AL TETBENHDZH5,

BhYIZ

CCETOEREL-T. HER] OBILICBDELREFHDSEDZDOEHE. ¢
bt TEREL) & [HLS) ORAE. MOERELEESEOOERT I L&
5T, SIALXEEOTBNZNEELCHNI S LEMBEICODDTN SARELT
BCENTELEDTHENMERS,

[EH] OREEMETEANS, ThE—BHRLED S B2L LT IRENERO
) (19024F)  [SEMFE] (1909%4) (2H51+2 THREM (2) | £LWSHDA
Hb, CCETOERTIEIIECIMUE LTS A 7=, T TIZBIAhICHTETLS
E512, SO THERI ORBEE HF] &S REMLERTICHRBEET5L0TH 5,
[ERESIEREOETHVBYAOERE 14 (P539 EEbhdE5IC, Uz
A LREABTHRONEHEEEZBI2HEY . DRICREMALOERBICENTL .,
ST LX) THER] LTNEERDTS TEM) ONER. ) ORBELZUHH
S THEBICERRRALDOTHD, ThDZ, BO [HEHR] &, ABEIHE
NEERDETHREERDLDICLTV CENTEDE VS -REMBEE LY
WEDELTERDC EIFHERE LTHHTHEL,

ZRTIE. STALRICETS T#] LEVAEILDTHEZDON, HiEE LTOM®
FERLESIALRICE ST, BEBT L —BENELDOTHIDERLL ., Tk
BEOBHETH TIFXELGN 2Tz DA LXRIZEST TH) IFCOHRAZEBHLTS
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FHEMRDEAETEGC, BREMICHLERMICLENDMICLERTREBVRELLE
HEETHD, TDOLS% TH)] CEDALIXDNEEL: THBRGM (R) | HOTH-
T, Fh-bDHAEELT, HRZIYVRVARNEECFMTZLT NS, P2M4 L4
A0 ThER] X, FA-LBHALLETEZL o AMN, LB TR ERLER
ERO.HRISTAT I ENTEDIHLEFRILT. HEDSbIZTFHLSI EZH =60,
ZORUIEITEHRZRELEL T ZENTELIEVLS NRVEELDOTHD™,

LD TANELDBZENYRCRY ., FLAELEOTANRITEIZRURA
CRY . F=5DTANHROHEZRET 2D TELZEWVESL SN, Bl=bDIT
HlE. LELARREEROHEZRET SDITTEBLA, TENTELEEALARS
R OHADHHITEET 2D TIEAEWNESI0 [FBIGEE S TRELDD,
I-bDTH. -HLOEBRDISET, ELEEELEZEEYBRTSEIICRZS
DTHAEIMNL., TNEFHROFTHLoOELFBITELWVESTHY .. B0
REARILBABECTELITLLSHMATHS., (P613

R

- [DEFERERE] (1890 =PPH 5 M 5|HIZIX The Principles of Psychology; Vol.2, New York,
Dover Publication, 195& A L\5,

- LT OEEMN DS AIZIE Writings 1878-1899, New York, Library of America84 % ALY
5

The Will To Believe (1897) = WB

LT DM KB UEED D5 AIZIE Writings 1902-1910, New York, Library of Americadd7
#HW5,

Does ‘Consciousness’ Exist? (1904) =DCE

A World of Pure Experience (1904)=WPE

Pragimatism (1907) = P

A Pluralistic Universe (1909) =PU

Some Problems of Philosophy: A Beginning of an Introduction to Philosophy (1911) =SP

51 - 2RIE GRX - EFOBRWEZEDRER) £Wo&K3I12752&ET 5,

bz

! Cf. Jean Wahl, Les philosophies pluralistes d'aAtegre et d'’Amérique, Félix Alcan, 1920,
367.

P OB TERDELSICEDLNT NS, [RERBFIEHESEEE L. B4 0 AR
DIRRETELL ., BODREDNSLBRBETHIBEDFHNEENELERKIEADIC
BEGZNEEWL, N LTAEZEIMES B1 (P53,

 Cf. WB/580-581.
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L. CASOMHENRNEFEBSHZEL S TLRESIZIEEDLALL, FRAFAOHHIF
FABMYDN-WEIZANZ L, RBEFWVWCDETRETHDIELSIZRZ S, TOLTHEL
THELE, KEDFLHIZHRARTE W =LSIZ, P4 LX(E TEHHES] OEEZFHSR
[C&H>THIBAT B LIEFAEETH > T, RBMICIEZENZELDILELMTELRNEE
ZTWAHESIZBRHN S,

P O ALXDERTBHEIATIE, RERBDIOLUINOHENDIHME—DAEIE, A—
Ty FEHR (world that is open-endéd REMNIREICH 1T EHHRLERFOBERTH
BFE5GHERAFELDHIETHS] (Marcus Peter Ford, William James’s Philosophy: AvNe
Perspective, The University of Massachusetts Pi&&2, p. 30,

° TEARES] & THLE) OBEITOVT, PzA LRXEIFVRAOA Y FERESEE
THA YV - JLXT 4T (1815-1903 b ERGEDHERER T L - U-UFHOE
ETIRARTULV5 (= & Z X Ralph Barton Perry, The Thought and Character difaii James, Vol.
I, Harvard University Press, 1948, p. 6BBREx S NT=Eff), x4 LXDILX T 4 TDiE
WEETIZHAZ LEZ K DMEMNEHIT HEATHAN. ChEREICEEL+7IC
EIELBRLEHRIVELFEELRL,

T TFh =AM REHNET HHE—DaTREMEX. HENBIETE S (corrigible) $+DTHD
Z&. LA ->TRIEMT, THEET, Y LFonhdgdhThHY., F-bOERIZK-
THEYLETFONEZY ZRESNFZYTELEDOTHDSZ ETHS] (TH. Flournoy, La
philosophie de William James, Saint-Blaise, Foyaidariste, 1911, p.112

8 Cf. SP/1049

° Jean Wahl, Les philosophies pluralistes d'Angletet d'’Amérique, Félix Alcan, 1920, p. 195,
197, et 204.

10 Cf. Henri Bergson, L'évolution créatrice, PUF, 200. 9-10 et 338 HENILY Y IZE - T,
TEEBTE2DEF DI CEEFEBITRITEIENTERVE VNS BRI ZH, B
PMHROBIZEET D] EWSTEFMIITTWDEEADTIEAS,

U RILES [Ny Yy BT 51R8m] 8I5Xtt. 20064, 79H,
12 Cf. E/1151.

B OTEEIMEORER] I2EWTO oA AX(E, RIXDHMBBEBENASEAESHMN, LHLTA
EEREAE LTS ENS ZEICEEEIRINEVESBALHADHLINEFET S
EICRIET 51 (Gerald E. Myers, William James: His Life and ThotjgNew Haven, Yale
University Press, p. 366

WOTIEREHGMEDNER]. RUCAEFREICHU O THRER] L THEESREFAGLFE
f-. TEBHES]I O IHLE] ERLL. WX YGsIFHFOEITE>TEESNE. HD
WEESDLEELGEVAZINE, WX T4 IICK>THESINTRBT S ENTE
=D THA (SP/1065, 1070, ILX T4 TIZEBWVWTERE. P4 LXIZBLVTE AL
DEEFTRTELN>TWDS, SO EIE. ARBT IFHLE1 OBZITHEEZTHHIC
MIEEHMENER] ZHbHTIELMEDEIEIZRZY 5 5,
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Y THIFEHRER ) FhRET DO A LXD MBAKIZERER (radical empiricism] (23 ULV T,

O TE&R] ELWSBRIEIBOTEELE®KZ LD, D4 LANELORERRIC MBEAR

Bl EVWSHERAZMLI-ERIE. EOE 1 —LMERBRBEIIELY., BARRER

BREEZFBUODODITHERETNERZL. BREINDILDDIBIZHAANSILLTH D
(WPE /1160,

YOI LXD THHIER] ITDOVT, X EREFLOLEZTVLDODMLIHAREL

T. Mathias Girel, «Relations internes et relationstigfes: James, Bradley et Green», dans
Archives de Philosophie, Tome 69, Paris, Beauchea6, RO 4 V7L - Oz ( LA
ADETFER BRI B2 2O <CoT—1 (BBEIXESFHFMFERRKE] £ 52
5. 20178F) AFEIFLh B,

Y T#EBIXESBEAORRICENT., BlEDAENLGBRENERIZWLHALEEZEDTHD
DNZEZEELTWLWADTIELGWEZEASH, HRIEZZ S LEFAEBEDFHICENVTERFICH
BLTWADTIEAZLESSH ] (SP/1092,

UOTEAMESE., COZRAN. NEEOEKRTH D (FEHRE BHZIETINTE
WDk By L—XEEREEOER]. AHERHT. —O—=F. ANEH),

19 Cf. Jean Wahl, Les philosophies pluralistes d'ategre et d'’Amérique, Félix Alcan, 1920, p.
203.

BT IVE THBEROFEICE > TRIENAREICZDDEN, BlE. THHER
BHEHLONOIRENLTHLDADBITERMEERTH S (Ibid, p. 208 £ LBRTULSH,
COSIARFDERRFEBICEVELTDICEBTETULAL,

A2 ZOESCHERLENRL, HELSNBEAED BRI HEBVEIITTHA5, HE B
R DELDHEZEE THAMN] ITEVTEY., T IHR{EM] (TXzxonf @AMl 2%
NIEEDEEREBLE L TEAEFTHEESOBEREZE 2 ELDITHD ERBRRTIS (A
BEE MBARAMOME]. BEEXE. ZO—ZF%, ZZh, ZOME), CITYVzALX
ENRBREZERETIDEHFYICRGHEEDERIZTELVWEREDNIAZTELEHINE
LNABWA, COZEED A LRICEFTIREL L TOHMERELAL-6T IFHL .
BlLEME. FTREMEA SDEEIEE X VRAT E-OICERTHDI LI ICBHLNS,

22 Cf. Henri Bergson, Essai sur les données imméslggda conscience, PUF, 2007, p. 132-137.

P IEITELTEEDS LO— DM MDREATRELTHENSITS5LED AL
ADEZ ERKRDEBE RN, 4Ty IYDIBICERELNE, DA LXITEVWTEEZED
=12 THRBER] LZORFMEELTO BRI A STy VITEWTE IERE
HE] NEASIhIDITTHLA., BROBEBRICIEUL-LONHL. EEDOHE
DEBRMOCTEDNELEERZFHFMICT S LEFITERVD, TOKSGAERRIK. C
CTHEAONIEESIBGO A LAEZDOHREMRRT DITHY., @MorDBIFIZEHSC
ERTFREIND,

2 CORBICONWTEBRFITTIZ Y4 T L O/ LRIZH TS EHMEIE AR
B (REEAEERLE] F 115, 20145F) TRYHK-1=, F-Iht IHEHRI I
EOTWALLBDIEHD—DOTHD IEE - tHRAOAE M (TOVWTIE. D4 VT L-D
IALRADTSTIT A RLIZEITAEREL ZDOREH ([HE) % 685, 20174F) TH
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CTW%, I TIZEITE THRER] ITOLWTOMELHHES L, DA LD THE
Wl NELDERHRMANERICHASHEI > THREINTVEILDTHHIENS T EN
HRTEBHFITHS,
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