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Starting from February 23rd in Heidelberg, four of Joint Master's students and the selected students from Kyoto University
spent a week-long workshop together with the Japanese Studies Department of Strasbourg University. Under the freezing-
cold winds, we started our time in Strasbourg by climing 330 steps of the cathedral with tremendous decorations and
stained-glasses.

On our first day, we had a symposium at Heidelberg University. Hamza Karamat and | gave presentations there
while others continued in the workshop held in the following afternoon. Although the theme of the symposium was
Counterculturality, many of the presenters touched upon gender in transcultural context such as South East Asia, America,
and video games. My presentation was titled Chreographing the East: Translation of Eastern Thought and Representation if
Women at the Turn-of-the-century America, and talked about the dynamics of the popularity of Eastern thought surrounding
American female dancers around 1900s in terms of their travel experiences and their influence on their dressing and
performances. Because dance was not my specialization, it was a significant opportunity to have the audience's comments
and questions.

While my central question was if those American modern dancers succeeded because of the Oriental gaze as well
as male gazes, Dr. Yamamoto's question evoked another question: Were they able to appropriate Eastern Thought for the
Feminist movement of American female dancers only outside Japan? | think that it is a significant point that | should continue
working on, because it is a common phenomenon when new cultural movements emerge with appropriation of other
cultural characteristics. It also relates with censorships. When one can create new cultural motifs, it is sometimes possible
by crossing borders to avoid censorships or cultural appropriation being detected. However, | am not blaming this process
because one cannot create new works from zero.

The presenters who came from Kyoto University provided us with a variety of topics including the ones | rarely
encounter at Heidelberg University such as Korean-Japanese (Zainichi-Korean) people and the concept of Half (Hafu)
Japanese. Those topics gave me opportunities to rethink about them, but as a Japanese whose descendants of father's side
is Korean, there were some points that | could not agree with too. One presenter said that Japanese now have relatively
positive image on Zainichi-Koreans because of the recently rising popularity of Korean pop-culture in Japan. However, it is
not the case from my experience. The growing imagination of Korea as a culturally enhanced land or the scenes in K-
dramas/movies do not depict the life of Zainichi at all. It is economically true that the K-pop boom increased the number of
tourists in Tsuruhashi area in Osaka, where many Zainichi-Koreans have small businesses, increased, but for me, it never
helps me to confess some members of my family hold Korean passports to my old friends, for instance. Unless people do
not understand the history of anti-Koreans in Japan and the remaining uncomfortable feelings like | have had, it is difficult
to generalize, and the stories totally differ each person.

As for the concept of Half-Japanese, | think it is difficult to generalize. Although the presenter mentioned, it
depends on the person whether one recognizes her/himself as "Hafu" if they have foreign mother of father. In addition,
what can be considered as foreign is based on their looks while they can be considered to look "foreign" with Japanese
passports. From my experience again, my father is mostly South-Korean considering his descendants, but he does not speak
Korean at all because his parents wanted to Japanize him because of the discriminations. He naturalized himself as Japanese
after marrying my mother. | have been asking myself am | "Hafu"? The answer is no based on my unstable identity and the

concept of "Hafu" that never fits my feeling. Some might appreciate identifying themselves as "Hafu" and | am not blaming
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on it. Therefore, it was very interesting to see the presenter identified herself as "Hafu" and introduced the community
where cis "Hafu" people gather.
Overall, the workshop was intellectually and mentally refreshing for me. | appreciate that Kyoto University offered

us with such an inspiring experience in person and it was the most interesting way to spend my birthday ever.
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The one-week Heidelberg University and Strasbourg University workshop, alongside the Symposium for Transcultural
Studies—Construction and Contestation: Counterculturality from Transcultural Perspectives, provided an
exhilarating opportunity to transcend both geographical and disciplinary boundaries. Meeting the faculty and
students from Japan and around the world in person was a pleasure after my more than half a year staying in
Germany. The workshop offered also an invaluable opportunity to practice mobility and border-crossing amidst the
ongoing pandemic. Presenting in two different locations throughout the workshop was a rewarding experience that
has significant implications for my research, career, and personal growth.

Under the theme of Intersectionality, this workshop offered a platform for diverse talks, research, and exchanges
that put intersectionality into practice. The presentations of other students provided a valuable opportunity to
deepen my understanding of Japan as multicultural society and apply transcultural lens and perspectives into my
research pivoting at Japan. The regional focuses of other participants were also stimulating and enlightening,
transcending geographical and temporal boundaries and taking me to a transcultural journey beyond my discipline.
The workshop led to a reflexive and methodological rethinking, particularly in my understanding of international
students as highly mobile subjects and how macro mobility structures direct our mobility and border-crossing.

The immersive experience of border crossing at the workshop was particularly engaging. Participants were not
limited to the conference room but had to navigate themselves under constant changes in locations, cultural and
linguistic environments. This unique and challenging experience helped me to cultivate a deeper understanding of
border crossing and mobility, which has significant implications for future research and practice. Among the
presentations, | was particularly interested in those addressing social issues in Japan, such as international marriage,
"hafu" as the children of Japanese and non-Japanese, Ainu ethnic minority, comfort women, and others. The breadth
and depth of the presentations in the field of sociology were awe-inspiring in the way they not only used easy-to-
understand language to familiarize a general audience with the common debates on those issues, but also engaged
scholars and students with an abundance of academic sources and vivid depictions.

Although | had participated and presented my research at the 15th Next-Generation Global Workshop last
September, the Heidelberg-Strasbourg workshop marked my first time presenting in person and traveling to present.
| felt thrilled and encouraged to present my recent research on Chinese Juku in Japan and receive many critical
remarks directly from the audience. The setting to present both in Heidelberg and Strasbourg also rendered it
possible for me to adopt the suggestions from the first presentation and include them in my research for the later
session. The comments from Prof. Bjore-Ole Kamm and Prof. Kjell Ericson were extremely helpful for me to develop
my research from the perspectives of the higher education industry in Japan in general, and how specific procedures
and settings, such as AAO in Kyoto University, play a role in the application and admission of prospective students
from China.

| feel indebted to the faculty of JDTS to make this workshop possible especially Prof. Bjére-Ole Kamm and Prof. Kjell
Ericson who have guided and accompanied us throughout the whole workshop and tour between Heidelberg and
Strasbourg. The unique experience was not rendered possible without active participation of students from Kyoto
University whose company | appreciate a lot. Many thanks to the faculty and students from Strasbourg University
with their organization, participation and help in visits and the conference session in Strasbourg. Also | would like
show my appreciation to Prof. Takahiro Yamamoto, Prof. Wikke Jansen and the Fachschaft who jointly offered a
unique learning opportunity in the Symposium for Transcultural studies and marked the start of our workshop. | also
want to thank Nozawa-san for all the logistics and administrative issues back in Japan. The workshop came as an
enjoyable and eye-opening journey thanks to all the efforts from people of varied geographical bases, academic
focuses, as well as identity & intersectionality, which indeed manifest the transcultural aspects of the whole
program.

Looking forwards to the next reunion back in Japan.
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The joint workshop between Heidelberg University and Strasbourg University presented a number of exciting
learning opportunities on a host of issues ranging from socio-economic phenomena in the Japanese education
system to the transculturation of gender performance through art and dance as well as a cornucopia of other
fascinating subjects. The experience gave us the opportunity to hear about issues from the peripheries such as the
continued struggle for rights in the Khawaja Sira community in Pakistan and the place of Ainu identity in Japanese
society. Among the most refreshing outcomes of the workshop and one that truly set it apart was the opportunity to
listen to a bright entourage of primarily female presenters, whose passion for their respective subjects made them
all the more captivating to listen to.

The event, which took place in the border city of Strasbourg, home of the European Parliament which presented an
apt backdrop to the workshop's spirit of representation and dialogue, was also an advantageous opportunity to
absorb the rich history of the region — one defined by its awe-inspiring cityscape as much as its memory of both
peacetime and conflict. The winding streets of 'Little Paris,' flanked by the old tanners and cafés of the city, and
stitched by the bridges that dot the streams betwixt, were a treat for the senses. The accompanying faculty was
always prepared with interesting trivia and narratives of Strasbourg's rich past, organizing trips to the old town, the
famed Cathédrale Notre-Dame and the university campus among other fascinating locations. The concurrent
activities were an equally beneficial chance to engage with the Strasbourg University student body and participate in
diverse acts of cultural exchange and dialogue as well as general pleasantries that preceded the formation of strong
transnational bonds and friendships.

The interactive nature of the presentations made for a dynamic atmosphere wherein students from both sides were
able to delve deeper into the subjects discussed and provoke more nuanced understandings therein. In the spirit of
this year's theme of 'intersectionality' the subjects discussed looked to present more rounded images of complex
social issues and the reconciliation of the past through various interces of class, sex, race, faith etc. The theme
allowed for the participants to engage with their respective topics more critically, and emphasized the value of an
interdisciplinary approach to analyzing the eb and flow of deeply entrenched beliefs and practices. The manner in
which both the present faculty and student body engaged with the discussion was an encouraging sign of the strong
potential of such programmes in fostering the academics of tomorrow through the mentorship of those of today.
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